
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

What is it?  
A product designer is a creative professional who develops and designs new products, ensuring 
they are functional, user-friendly, and aesthetically appealing. They work on a wide range of 
products, from everyday consumer goods to high-tech devices, and play a key role in taking a 
product from concept to production. Product designers must balance creativity with practicality, 
ensuring that products meet consumer needs, manufacturing requirements, and market demands. 
Qualifications/Experience Required: 
To become a product designer in the UK, a degree 
in product design, industrial design, or a related field 
is usually required. Courses often cover areas such 
as design theory, materials science, 3D modelling, 
and manufacturing processes. Practical experience 
through internships or work placements is highly 
valuable. Knowledge of design software (e.g., CAD 
software like SolidWorks or AutoCAD) 
manufacturing processes are essential. 

Type of person who may be 
suited to this job: 
This job may be suited to individuals who 
are creative, detail-oriented, and have a 
strong interest in how things work. Product 
designers need to have excellent problem-
solving skills, the ability to think critically, 
and strong communication skills to work 
effectively with different teams. 

What the Work Involves: 
Researching and analysing market trends, consumer 
needs, and competitor products to identify 
opportunities for new designs. Creating initial 
sketches, concept drawings, and 3D models to 
visualise product ideas. Developing prototypes and 
testing them for functionality, usability, and durability. 
Collaborating with engineers, marketers, and 
manufacturers to refine designs and ensure they are 
feasible for production.  

Future Prospects – Labour Market 
Information: 
The demand for product designers is strong, 
particularly in sectors such as consumer electronics, 
automotive, furniture, and home goods. 
Opportunities exist in design consultancies, 
manufacturing companies, and large corporations. 
With experience, product designers can advance to 
senior roles such as design manager, lead designer, 
or creative director. 
Average annual Salary - £22,000 - £44,000  
Typical weekly hours – 40 to 42 
 
 

Money/Wage Guide: 
Entry-level product designers can expect 
to earn between £20,000 and £30,000 per 
year. With experience, salaries can rise to 
£30,000 to £50,000. Senior product 
designers or design managers may earn 
£50,000 to £70,000 or more, depending 
on the industry and company size. Highly 
experienced designers in top firms or 
specialised fields can earn upwards of 
£80,000 annually. 

Related Opportunities: 
• Industrial Designer 
• Graphic Designer 
• Packaging Designer 
• Automotive Designer 

Further Information: 
Design Council: 
h#ps://www.designcouncil.org.uk/  
 
British Industrial Design Association 
(BIDA): 
h#ps://www.bri6shindustrialdesign.org.uk/  
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